UK Spouse Visa: A Complete Guide

Introduction to the UK Spouse Visa

The UK Spouse Visa allows partners of British citizens or settled persons to live in the UK. This
visa falls under the Family Visa category and is ideal for those seeking to join their spouse
long-term. Understanding the eligibility criteria, required documents, and application process is
essential for a successful application.
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Eligibility for a UK Spouse Visa

To qualify for a UK Spouse Visa, you must meet the following requirements:

Relationship Requirements
You must be legally married or in a civil partnership recognized in the UK.

Unmarried partners must prove they have lived together for at least two years.

Financial Requirements

The sponsoring partner must meet the minimum income threshold of £29,000 per year (as of
2024).

Savings, pensions, or other income sources may also be considered.

English Language Requirement

Applicants must pass an approved English language test (CEFR A1 level) or hold a degree
taught in English.

Accommodation Requirement
You must have suitable accommodation in the UK without relying on public funds.

Required Documents for a UK Spouse Visa
When applying for a UK Spouse Visa, you will need:

A valid passport

Marriage or civil partnership certificate

Proof of meeting the financial requirement (bank statements, payslips, employment letter)
English language test certificate

Proof of adequate accommodation

TB test results (if applicable)

UK Spouse Visa Application Process

Step 1: Online Application

Complete the online application form on the UK Government website.

Step 2: Biometrics Appointment
Book and attend an appointment at a visa application center to provide fingerprints and a photo.



Step 3: Document Submission
Upload or submit all required documents.

Step 4: Decision Waiting Time
Processing times vary but usually take 8—12 weeks for applications outside the UK.

UK Spouse Visa Extension & Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR)

Atfter living in the UK for 2.5 years on a Spouse Visa, you can apply for an extension. After 5
years, you may be eligible for ILR (Indefinite Leave to Remain), granting permanent residency.

Common Reasons for UK Spouse Visa Refusal
Insufficient financial evidence

Invalid or missing documents
Failure to meet the English language requirement

Lack of genuine relationship proof

Conclusion

The UK Spouse Visa is a pathway for partners to reunite in the UK. By meeting the eligibility
criteria, preparing the correct documents, and following the application process carefully, you
can increase your chances of approval. For further guidance, consult the UK Government’s
official website or seek legal advice.

Phone Number +44 (0)20 3617 1111 (UK)

Email: hello@visapositive.com

Web: www.visapositive.com



mailto:hello@visapositive.com
http://www.visapositive.com/

